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Abstract
During the last 60 years Bulgaria has steadily developed and improved its tourism industry. A lot
has been done to educate the national workforce to be employed in tourism and hospitality in
the country. The paper aims are: to follow the historical development of tourism and hospitality
higher education in the country; to outline the present structure of this education with all
specifics of the institutions involved in it; to make a comparative analysis of the ratings of these
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institutions; and to outline the main research topics of tourism and hospitality university
lecturers. The results of the analysis show that tourism higher education in Bulgaria is evolving
and growing in terms of institutions and also in terms of number of students. Tourism
universities and colleges are quite evenly distributed across the country, and a good balance
among tourism programs in the main tourism areas (economics, spatial and social tourism
development, hospitality) has been achieved. There are many opportunities for research and
PhD studies, and the number of libraries and access to international scientific publications and
sources is quite sufficient.
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